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and expansion of the responsibilities of
the States to oversee the programs.

I look forward to the many wonderful
local school-farm partnerships that
will be possible under my new farm-to-
cafeteria grant program as authorized
by this bill. Communities all across our
Nation are beginning to explore the
benefits of linking local farms and
school cafeterias. When these connec-
tions are made, children get healthier
fresh food choices at school, and hands-
on knowledge about where their food
comes from and how it is produced.
And farmers not only strengthen their
local markets but become more in-
volved with the schools in their com-
munity. With just a little seed money
and some technical assistance these
schools can create a program that
teaches children about good nutrition,
shows them the importance of agri-
culture, and supports local farms by
keeping food dollars within the com-
munity. Under this new program, com-
munities will be able to apply for com-
petitive grants from USDA for up to
$100,000 to purchase adequate equip-
ment to store and prepare fresh foods,
to develop food procurement relation-
ships with nearby farmers, to plan sea-
sonal menus and promotional mate-
rials, and to develop hands-on nutri-
tion education related to agriculture.
As a member of the Appropriations
Committee, I will now work to secure
funding for this important new pro-
gram.

My support for these new farm-to-
cafeteria projects comes in part from
the amazing successes demonstrated by
the WIC Farmers Market Nutrition
Program, FMNP. Years ago, I helped
create this program, which provides
vouchers to WIC families good for
fruits and vegetables at the local farm-
ers market. The effects of this program
have been stunning, and I am very
pleased that under that this bill the
WIC FMNP voucher has been increased
from $20 to $30 and that we have re-
duced the cost to States of admin-
istering the program.

These provisions and more mean that
millions of children and their families
will be better served by the Federal
child nutrition programs. Though I
wish we could have had more resources
to do some of the other things we had
considered, like expand access to the
child care and summer programs in
rural areas, provide mandatory funds
for nutrition education, and eliminate
the reduced price meal category, I sup-
port the package of reforms that we
have before us and I pledge to keep
working on the rest.

In particular, I will continue to work
with my colleagues in the Senate to
address the growing crisis of childhood
obesity in America and the ready avail-
ability of junk foods in our schools and
cafeterias. With more and more of our
children suffering the health con-
sequences of being overweight and
obese, we have a responsibility to help
them make smarter nutrition choices.
But with all of the funds that Congress
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rightly appropriates each year for nu-
trition education and healthy school
lunches and meals, our Nation’s efforts
are severely undermined when children
have to walk through a gauntlet of
vending machines offering unhealthy
choices on the way to the cafeteria. We
need to put limits on the availability
of junk foods in our schools, to ensure
that students are not substituting
empty calorie sodas and snacks for
their nutritious federally subsidized
school meals. Though this measure’s
establishment of local wellness policies
is a step in the right direction, I am
concerned that we have sidestepped our
responsibility to the health of our Na-
tion’s children yet again and I am
hopeful that we will revisit this issue
in the near future.

Once again, I thank Chairman COCH-
RAN and Senator HARKIN for their lead-
ership on this important legislation,
and I am pleased to express my strong
support for its final passage.

————

DEPARTURE OF TAIWAN
REPRESENTATIVE C. J. CHEN

Mr. ROCKEFELLER. Mr. President,
a good friend of ours, Ambassador C. J.
(Chien-Jen) Chen, will soon be leaving
Washington, DC, after having served
for nearly 4 years as Taiwan’s principal
representative. We are going to miss
him very much.

C. J. brought a wealth of experience
to his job. He was first assigned to
Washington, DC in 1971, and he spent
most of his distinguished 37-year career
promoting good relations between Tai-
wan and the United States. Over the
years, he won many friends for himself
and for his country. An eloquent speak-
er and polished diplomat, C. J. also has
a reputation for being a ‘‘straight
shooter.” He was always prepared to
provide an informed, balanced, and fair
opinion on the complex relationship
between Taiwan and the United States
as well as the broad range of political,
economic, cultural and other issues of
common interest to our two countries.

Owing in large part to his efforts,
much progress has been made on these
issues. During his most recent assign-
ment in Washington, with U.S. sup-
port, Taiwan has acceded to the World
Trade Organization and become our
eighth largest trading partner. At the
same time, Taiwan has also contrib-
uted greatly to U.S.-led international
humanitarian efforts in places such as
Afghanistan and Iraq, and it has co-
operated with the United States in
fighting proliferation, terrorism, and
money laundering in Asia. All these
matters required intensive communica-
tion and coordination, and we were
lucky to have someone like C. J. in
place to lead the way.

One of the most notable and likeable
things about C. J. is his inexhaustible
optimism. While the U.S.-Taiwan rela-
tionship has certainly experienced its
fair share of twists and turns, ups and
downs, as C. J. will surely attest, he
has always remained consistently up-
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beat. His confidence is contagious, and
I agree wholeheartedly with his obser-
vation, that Taiwan and the United
States, united by shared values and
common interests, will continue to
work closely together, not only for
their mutual benefit but also for the
sake of lasting peace and prosperity in
the Asia-Pacific.

Now, after having served as his chief
representative in the United States, as
his country’s foreign minister, as mem-
ber of Taiwan’s Legislative Yuan, and
as a university professor, this man of
extraordinary talent and vision is leav-
ing Washington, DC. While he will be
sorely missed, I am certain that he has
established an admirable legacy of
friendship, trust, and cooperation that
will long endure.

——
LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT ACT
OF 2003
Mr. SMITH. Mr. President, I rise

today to speak about the need for hate
crimes legislation. On May 1, 2003, Sen-
ator KENNEDY and I introduced the
Local Law Enforcement Enhancement
Act, a Dbill that would add new cat-
egories to current hate crimes law,
sending a signal that violence of any
kind is unacceptable in our society.

On September 19, 1999, a group of men
shouting anti-homosexual slurs as-
saulted five gay men.

I believe that Government’s first
duty is to defend its citizens, to defend
them against the harms that come out
of hate. The Local Law Enforcement
Enhancement Act is a symbol that can
become substance. I believe that by
passing this legislation and changing
current law, we can change hearts and
minds as well.

———
OREGON VETERAN HERO

Mr. SMITH. Mr. President, today I
rise to honor a WWII veteran who has
gone above and beyond the call of duty
in his service to the United States and
to the State of Oregon. Bob Maxwell
was born in Boise, ID on October 26,
1920. Before joining the U.S. Army, Bob
worked as a logger in Colorado. In the
summer of 1942, he was shipped to
Camp Roberts, CA for training.

Bob boarded a British troop ship
heading for the European theater and
landed in Casablanca in February of
1943. There he was assigned to the bat-
tered 3rd Infantry Division. Together
with the 3rd Rangers, his Division
landed in Licata on the south-central
coast of Sicily in July of 1943. Fighting
their way inland, Bob Maxwell’s divi-
sion successfully captured the city of
Agrigento after seven intense days of
battle.

Bob’s dedication to the war effort
was a valiant one. After landing near
the town of Netuno, Italy on January
22, 1944, he was struck by shrapnel from
a German artillery shell, severely in-
juring his leg. Maxwell returned to his
duty repairing phone wires and work-
ing the switchboard after bandaging
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